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Poem Written After Reading Rilke

the following poem was inspired by the following poems by Rilke
Lament, Autumn Day, The Solitary, The Angels, Memory, Solitude

(contained in MacIntyre’s RILKE: SELECTED POEMS)
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D Metaphors We Live By, p. 145 (Lakoff and Johnson)

“New metaphors have the power to create a new reality.  This can begin to happen when we start to
comprehend our experience in terms of a metaphor, and it becomes a deeper reality when we begin to act
in terms of it. If a new metaphor enters the conceptual system that we base our actions on, it will alter that
conceptual system and the perceptions and actions that the system gives rise to.  Much of cultural change
arises from the introduction of new metaphorical concepts and the loss of old ones.”
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/� December 7, 1981 (nine days after this poem was written) Atlanta Journal, p. 18-A

“Even if some of its minor premises look, smell, taste, feel, and sound scientific, it’s major premise – God – is
not subject to testing or disproof . . .”
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On a Barren Planet
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